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1 IVBeowulf maðelode,
bona Stearcheortes:
“for leoda þearfe
ne mæg ic her leng wesan;
hatað heaðomære
hlæw gewyrcean
beorhtne æfter bæle
æt brimes nosan!
Se sceal to ge-myndum
minum leodum
heah hlifian
on Hronesnæsse,
þæt hit sæliðend
syððan haten
Beowulfes Beorh,
þa, þe byrðingas
ofer floda genipu
feorran drifað!
þæt wæs þam gomelan
gingæste word
breost-gehygdum,
ær he bæl cure,
hate heaðo-wylmas;
him of hreðre gewat
VIsawol secean
soðfæstra dom!”
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