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The ancient literature of the North may be grouped under three distinct heads, mythological, poetical,
and historical. Every one of these deserves special notice; and it might be shown in vast detail what a rich
harvest each would afford, even to the gleaner. Under each particular head, however, we shall make a few
observations, both for the purpose of communicating a somewhat more comprehensive idea of the whole
subject than is current among our writers; and of correcting misconceptions into which Mr. Wheaton has
sometimes fallen, though, be it said, almost always in company with some authority or other. The principal
source of the imperfections of Mr. Wheaton's volume is the want of a correct estimate of the comparative
value of different authorities; his affections not unfrequently betray his judgment—that which interests him—
that which decorates his story—he receives on slight and insufficient evidence. There is an intimate alliance
between benevolence and credulity. Credulous, Mr. Wheaton cannot be called, but he is too willing to be
satisfied with imperfect testimony.
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