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unit = & syntactic definition - or by its mcoustic featuras, in the Trubate=-
koysn style), These semantic un its have not yet been isglated fru:_thl
spooch-continuum, net becausa this is impossible, mer evea bacause it is diffi=-
oult, but rather because the climate of structural linguistics ia opposed to
the guestien being raised. When thess units have baen isolated it will be
found that they have their own ayntax, and that they have thair definitions

in torms of this syntax; that they ere definable extons ionally as well as in-
tonsionally, and have a structurs worth investigating for its own sake.

(4) The structural definition of semantic relations.

Structural semsntics 1s governed by the same general primciplas as pho-
nomies, and in particular by the principle of relavence, Hemce if twe com-
peoted semantie "units” stand in complementary distribution (thus never mis=
wering to a distinction of oxpression) thay must bo rogarded as variants of &
pingle semantic unit.

Por instamce the relaticns "possessor of (mn object)” sand "agemt of (a
procass)" betwesn which tho difference is sutomaticaly rogulated by the moa-
nings of the semantemes to which the relation applies, are variants of the
sams somantie unit, (Both variants eceur in pominal combinations, enly the
gegond in aetor-action phrases, and so on, It is mot of ocourse assorted that
these are the omly relations holding betwsen the terms in queatiom).

fhe structure of semantic relstions, aspart from their complexity, is
pimilar to that of phomemic relatiens, Hence the same torms can be used, and
41lustrated first from the phememic plamne, whers we have thres prine iple re=
lat ions :

(1) Two ssymmetric relntioms (ArE is incompatibls with BrA) :

(a) & relation with oquipollent poles : Sequenca, (Bquipollont, since an
isolated unit is both bofore and after zord.

(v) A rolation with privatively contrasted polas : Efﬁﬂ;&-—msﬂw (usually
petuslised by stross-difforonces as between &Y a8, or by diffo-

rences of sylichicity ns betwoen phoncmes). (Privaotive, sinco an
isolated unit is "mors prominent than" tho surrounding soros).

{ii) Ons symmetric relatiom : juncture (opem, closed ote.) (ArB=BrA) .

Juncture seems always to be privative : an isclated unit has open
juncture with surrounding zero. (Hepce open juncture is the unmar-
ked pole of the oppositicn,

fe return to the semantic relaticn cited sbove, This relation is obvi-
ously asymmstric, It can also be described as privative, since the terms most
nermally in isolatiom (o.g. impsrson:. verbs) are procesasive and mot agental,
other terms being meither, The relation thus comes the heeding of "prominence”,
(Though its definition is purely structural, the ters amswars well emough to
our instinctive feeling that the predicate is mero prominent tham the sabject,
that the object possessaed rather than the possessor is the "eentro of attomtiem"
in genitival comstructions, emd so on. But it must be moted again that such
torms as predients mad gemitive de mot belang to this loval of mmalysis; they
have semamtie relavenes but no scmantic status),

But it is obvious that o torm such as prominence is insufficiamt to define
the Pelation in question (whieh for want of & namo may be called "participat don") ;
for the are many other semantic relations mswerimg to the same defimit ion
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