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word group, 18 based upon the defimkion that if a combination g
Rlua b is such that g without § cam be used in a similar fmetion,
e,z syntactically, bub not b without a, g is ocalled more central
than h. Por instance Thers mers is not usual or sorrect, Tharg
HSre is. S50 in the growp bipds the word hipds i1s more
central than gmall. Im applyl this oriterion, howsver, disturbing
fastors of various kinds hlﬂnfo be talen into account. For instance
in many Bipds the word hinds is more central than many, though Thepe
HE8re many is correot.

The same problems exist as to the rank of featurss of forms, and
of marks of significants.

8. As = meaning is something opposed to meanings of other signi-
ficants in the same language, and o significant in anpotusl situstion
funotionz as a elue (term of Alan H. OGardiner) owing to the faect that
there are such oppostions, the af studving meanings is analo~

to the study of forms of significants, and of features of marls,
g is the procedure of comparing in order to establiah commen elementa
and different elements. Thus by comparing the forms map and gap, or
(the) Lmoort and m} dmport, marks of forms of significants are estab-
1iahed: phonemes acoents . Thus by comparing p, b, &, d, k, g dis=
tinguishing features of phonemes are established. Thas by compa
_tq_ mg’m:. a8 to thelr meanings, common and different featurss are

abliahed .

There seem to be two different kinds of things that should he
compared at the same time. Pivat, in case of referential moanings,
the things referred to themselves (either objects, or persons, or
qualities of objects, etc., or processes, or ml:{im. eto.), and,
in case of attitudinal meaninem, such as meanings of sentence a1
interjections, and n‘..l.i ete., the states of mind or spealer's
attitudes in the act 8ituations. Second, the contextual use of the
significants themselves, in ¢ase of words the valence of the words,
i.e: thelr abllity of being used ns a nucleus of definite’'type of
groups, or ae determiner in & dsfinite type of group, and as deter-
miner of a certain rank. For instance substantives muy be used as a
nuelens in & group substantive plus anot!n. An ad jeative be

as a determiner of a substantive (gpod ), or of a ver

, tut of lower rank than a eiofie vord, us 1s
ert this not! gopd Elog . Similarly
r rank than a nume: 1 not, 2
or rarely, and in that case owing to a isturbing facter.
canse of bound morphemss, such as cases or tenses, the valence of
the 8 in which they cscur may be established, 1.e. identities
and differences. So in Latin a substantive in a gendtive case, i.0.
with the mrfh.nn of the genitive, usually is determiner of another
subatantive (popg part of the money), in an ablative case
usually of a verb adiuvare, te help with muney).

A 1ﬂiiﬂlﬁm 'mh of applying the first method is of=
fered by Filliam E. 1'a paper AN EXPIAN RY S8TUDY OF THE NATURE
OF ACTIONS AND THE FUNCTIONS g‘:lw rl{_s:n.m. and E&: Q;IIHI.M

ONTRAST Hispania 1
and Langusge 26, U67=U80, 1950). i i 5

An interesting synthesis of the problem of meaning in language
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