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asonferencs ia golng to be a conference 7

uegt i.nr to be "ln‘!'\‘\'(l"'l"l'l will ba what we depatand
to deal e ively, or pri-
and more especially with the

The study of meanings has twe, and {m];r these itwo aspecta:
enings in langus 1.,8. the study of the s ings of signi-
3!'.'91' lang B |« re n one langu ="-=-:', the signi-
rds , ':-,.r'l,s of emants of woprda, sbinationsa of
1, a white crow), s sentence intonatlonig, and parta
[.M, but ‘does he lmew?).

i ___"li Thias Is the
study of the wase made of mear af s nts in actual epeech,
or, better, the use m 3 14 LfLe £ E B A8 this nse 18 de=
termined by their meaninga.

2. In order to study meanings we don't need a feotly satis-
factory deflinition of "meaning" any more than e.g. ematlelang
nead a defidtion of & polnt and a line to bulld up the sclance of
geometry.

At least s the first stags, maybe in all f'ollowing ""1'01
only thing e need is a more or less provislonal agreams ¥
we mean “5' "the meaning of a word" or any other -~‘|.;;:‘.lflf“1r"t.
nr‘ca a kind of pstensive definitlom. ¢ -—LI"‘IlL.Lln_'L‘L][. =5
15hg, 1€ W.E. Johnson, E{ﬂ_ﬁnﬂ Lis Stebbhing, &
Introdpktion to Login, 2w ed., 1933, p. 423,

fe may start from the assumption ( heais) that a word (the
term hare used loosely to denote or several types of
s8igni A J has a meaning, and ti at this meaning is something dif-
ferent f 1 "things" or Tgomethin za" in the so-called practical world
around us ESL..-. osed, or denied, or fictlional reality). By means of
the use of a word in a given situation a spenker may refer to ome op
mere of such "things". This assumption may be based - among other
thinga - on the followlng cobservations.

2. The sams "something in reality” may be referrad to by dif-
ferent words having different meanings; a girl may be referrved to
by the use of the words Jang, gShe, glrl, nresident, darling, gat,
beauty, perfection, angel, ete.

b, The same word (1In language), 1.e. words having the same
form (maris) and the same meaning (in speech) may be used to refer
to different "somethings in reality This can caunse ambigultiss.
Using the word gat the spealer may leave his andience in doubt which
cat he 1is I‘n!er‘rln." tot n cat in the room, or on the roof, his own
cat, his naighbour's; or even whether he pefers to an qr.-r-a]_ or a
woman. The word used by the spealer, or its meaning, is a clus to
the something he 1z referring to. This elue has to be used by the
hearer in order teo identify the something referred to.
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