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of aspeets (referemtial or, snd sttitudinal). Except for special n.;;:s in each
geparste speech situation only seme of its slements of aspects ars et%}u s
a glue ggg_gg_g hearer, In some situations or co ations even pmome of them, _3;
sxamplo is obligatory rection of a definite gremmatical category by a propesition,
a moun, oFr o vorb, or amy other word, e.g. tho ablative casc in sb urbe, de urbe,
ex urbe, or gender, numbor and cas of bon in ben faminarum, or the ablative
T uti gladio in Latin, Horo the grammationl catogoriss, which eertainly have
momiings of their own, are functioning nn more indicators of aymtactic ramk, as
marks of determiners.

5o it would be an illusiong to assume that the study of mesning sis just a
mattor of summing up B large number of situatiens, On the other hand it would be
unspientific to aveid the study of memmings oither because of its complexity amd
difficulty, or because meanings ar not perceivable, but thinksable.

8, Conseguently, tha study of the somning of a significant : & word, a mor=
phems, a combination ofs words, a sentemce intonation, or part of a sontencoe in-
tonation, is much more delicate thom making a comprehenaive inventery of situa-
tions, Among other problems we have carefully to distinguish indopendont and com=
binstory mesnings of the same word or other significant; correct amnd ineorrect uso
which are not identical with affective mnd not effective use in & given situation;
roference to the significant itself, and to something else presemt in the situa-
tion (suppositio materialis, and nen Inwri.alia:l: cases where the meaning of the
significant mctually covers the something referred to, or the speaker's attitudo
oxprossod, and whore it deos not (individual and bold so-called motaphores), and
whoro thero even is eontradiction between memming and actually memmt (o.g. im case
of lying, or iromy); casos of ambiguity, and others where there is no ambiguity.

For sach of these distinetions the method of distinguishing and the eriteria
to be applied may be determined and formulated. There may be ot-l;:: such distine-
tiens to bo made prior “jgﬁ ﬁ?ﬂ’-! of o %QQE, in ordor to eliminate
cason whero nothing or &tﬂ% con bo orrod from the situatlon as to the meaning
itsclf. This priority, of course, is more theoretical than practical, Im practice,
tho question whether the meaning discussed is indepondent or combinatory; whother
in a given situation the use of the word or other significant is correet, er ne%j
whother the sigificast refers to itself, or mot; whother thore is mataphero,
ironmy, or ambiguity, usunlly camnot be answerod till eno has protty woll esta-
blishod its mesning, or, at least, has coneaived a very probable working hypethe-
sis about it.

Howaver, the only way to study a mean is to start from situatioms in which
the aig:i!!l:lnnt sgams to correctly and effectively. In case of a language

whish is o.e's own mether-tongue, or of which one has a very good apeaking and
hearing knowledge, the linguist may apply the method of introspeetion, or, better,
uze himself ms & test persom., This procedure is valuasble especially when dealing
with ome's ovn mother tongue, The results, however, should be checked by using
other test persons having the same language for their mother tongus. In case of
a foroign languago other informamts are imdispensable,

7: A moming of a significant is just what it has in common with the meaning
of ope or mere other significamts of tho sams langungoe, plus im what it differs
from them, BSo the dofinition of n moaning of a word nosessarily is dene by mesns
of words or werd groups having the same or opposite meanings. The enly alternative
is an ostensive dofinition, i,0, an i1lustrative collection of sentsnces (or parts
of sentenses) with indieation of the situations in which they may bs used correctly
end effectively.
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