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ipstance in many systems the vowel mey be defined, as agsinst the
ponsonant, by its nom-presupposition of another unit - a syntastie do-
finition = or by 1ts mooustie features, in the Trubetzloyan style),
These ssmantic units have not yet been isolated from the spesch-
pontinwm, not because this is impossible, nor even because it is 21ffi-
gult, bat rether because the climate of struetural linguistics is oppo-
ssd te the guestion being raised, Fhen these units have “een lsolzted

¢ will be found that they have their own symtax, and that they have
itedr omn syntax, and that they have their definitions in terms of this

syntax] that they are definatle extenslionally =3 well as intensionally,
and have & structure wedth investigating for its own sals,

(4) The struetural definition of semantic relations.

Structural semantics 1s governed by the same general principlea as
phonemies, and in partieular by the prineiple of relevance. Tence 1f twe
eonnected semantie "units" stand in complementary distributlon (thus
never answering to a distinction of expression) they must be regarded
as variants of & single semantlo wnit.

For instance the relations "possessor of (an object)" and"agent of
(a process)" between which the difference is sutomatiocally regulated
by the meanings of the semantemes to which the relation apllies, are
varients of the sames semantie umit. (Both wvardants scour in nul.iu}“
gombinations, only the second in astor=actlion phrased, and so on,
is not of course asserted that thess mre the only relations holding
between the terms in questiom).

The structure of semantic relatioms, apart from thelr complexity,
ip similay to that of phonenis relations. Henoce the same terma can be
used, and illustrated firet from the phonemie plane, whers we have three
prineiple relations @

(1) Two asymmetrie relations (ArB is incompatible with Brd) 1

{a) A relation with equipolient poles ¢ (Bquipollent,
sinee an isolated unit ia both bafors EETO.

Ab) A relation with privatively contrasted poles n%
(usually actualised by stress-differences as between & tles,
or by differences of syllableity as betwesn phonemes ). (Pri-
vative, since an isolated unit is "more prominent tham" the
surrounding zercs),

(11) One symmetrie relation ¢ functure (open, closed eto.) (ArB=BrA).

Juncture seems nliar-l to be privative | an lsolabed unit has
open junoture with surrounding zero. (Hence open Juncture is
the urmarlked pole of the opposition.

¥e return to the semantic relatlom cited above. This relation i
obviously asyrmétrie. It can mlse be desoribed as privative, since the
terms must normelly in isolation (e.g. impersonal verba) are processive
and mot ntal, other terrs be neither. The relation thus comes the
heading "prominense”, (Though 1is definition is gun:lf strustural,
the term answers well enough to our instimetive fes that the pre-
dieate is more promiment than the subjeot, that the object possessed
rather than the possessor is the "ecentre of attention” in genitival
sonstructions, amd so oml Bat it must be noted in that sush terms
as predicate and genitive do not belong to this level of analysis) they
have semantie relevance but no comantis status).

fat it is obvious that a term such as prominence is insufficient
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