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ingtance in many systems the vowel may be defined, as againsti the
consonant, by its non-presupposition of another unit = a syntactic de-
fipition - or by its acoustlc features, in the Trubetzlkoyan sltylcl.
These semantic units have not yot been isolated from the speech-
continmim, not bocmuse this is Impossible, nmor even because 1t 1s diffi-
cult, but pather because the climate of structural lingulstics is oppo-
sed to the gueation being ralsesd. When these unita have been laclated
it will be found that they have thelr own ayntax, and ithat they have
thedr own syntax, and that they have thelpr definitiong in terms of this
gyntax; that they sre definable extenslonally a8 well as intensionally,
and hawe a structure webth investigating for 1lte owm sals.

(4) The structural definition of semantic relations.

Structural semantics 1z governed by the same general princelples as
phonemics, and in particular by the principle of relevance. Henmce if two
connacted semantis "units" stand in complementary distribution (thua
never answering to o dlstinetion of axpreassion) they must be rezarded
as variants of a single semantlc unit.

For inatance the relations "possessor of (an object)" and"agent of
(& process)” between which the difference is sutomatically regulated
by the méanings of the aemantemes to whlech the relatlon apllies, are
variants of the same semantic unit. (Both vafdants occeur 1n nominal
comblnationa, only the ascond in sctor-zetlon phrases, and A0 On. Ly,
is not of eourse assertad that these ape the only relatlons holdling
between tha terms in guestion).

The structure of semaniic relatlons, apart from thely complexity,
15 similar to that of phonemic relationa. Hence the same terms can be
used, and i1llustrated first from the phonemic plane, where we have three
principle relations

{1) Two seymmetrde relaticns [ArE iz incompatible with Bra) =

{a) A relation with eguipollent poles ¢ seguenge, (Equipollent,
gince an isclated unit 1s both before and alier zero.

{b) A rélatlon with privatively contrasted poles : prominence
(usually actuallsed by stress—differences as betwesn ayllavles,
or by diffsrences of Syllableity as between phonemss}. (Pri-
vative, alnee an lsolated unit 1= "more prominent than" the
surrounding zeros).

(11) One symmetrie relstlon ¢ Juneture {open, closed eto.) {ArB=RrA).

Juncture seems always fo be privative 1 an isolated unit hes
open Juncture with surrounding sere. (Henes open functure 1s
the unmarked pole of the opposition.

We return to the sementic relation cited above. This relation 1s
obviously asymmetrio. It can also be descrlibed as privative, since the
terma st normally in isolation (e.zx. impersonal verbs) are processive
and not agental, other terms twing nelther. The relatlon thus comes the
heading of "prominemce™. (Though Its definition 13 purely structural,
the term answers well éncugh to our instinctlve fesling that the pre-
Aicate 1s more promlnent than the subjeect, that the object posssasad
pather than the possessor ia the "centre of attention” 1n genitival
constructions, and 8o onl, But 1t mist be noted again that such terma
as predlcate end genitive do not belong to this level of =nalysis; they
have semantlc relevance but no semantic statua).

ozt it is obvious that a term such as prominence ia insufficlent
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