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2 In soms casss the "lawe" partly seem to be directives for the
nogt comvenient description. Thus the "vowsl-geometry® of Trubetzkey may
be regarded more modestly as adviee for perapieucus srrangements of vouel-
oyotoms, which make the relevant opposibicns appear in m very clear menner,
A8 a matter of fact every vovel-aystesm may be arranged either as a triangle,
or as a rectangle, the outer sides of which show the same wmmber of vowels,
and the wdvaraslity of the "law® might therefors be a mere reflex of this
general poseibility. .

3%, The enly sound sttitode, 1 think, towards moot of these gemeral
lave, is to regurd them as hypotheticsl generalisations baned on empirical
materinl, which is in memy casea too seanty and heterogenicus as to give
secure predlietions concerning future experiences, but certainly as werthfumll
points of departurs which may ba kept in mind by further resesrch in order
to gnther new material for corroboration, falsification, or medifieation,

Granmont and Trel sdmlt that the walidity of the sccalled Leut-
gesatze are restricted both loeally ond temporally, but "dans les linites
des teaps et dlospece qui Jud sent propres ume lol phonfbique vaub dtune
menidre absolue ... 5L ume articulation se tranefoems dans un saul css,
ells de transforme dgalement partout ailllsure, sanf chetacle particulisr,
Leg lois phonftigues n'emt pas dlexception qui ne puisse adnettre ume
explicatiion payehologimme ou historlque, perce qu'elles sont le prodult
de causes inhfrentss an langage d'un temps et diun lieu ddterminfs, ot
quiil n'intervignt dane leur actiom mulle volontd humaine, " I den' Imow
if it ip necesgary to comment on this manifest of the last great Junggramma-
tiker, but it may be dus to my subject to point out the dosisive theoretiscal
weplmess of the theory. @verybody imowa that thers are lots of facts in
Linguistic change wldsh sie not explicabls by peychological or historical
rengona. This, of courss, mmy be dus to our laeking underatanding or our
lacking knowledge of the past. Bub a theory vhich frewily adsits un-
eapliceblo excoptions, camot be falaified by any empiricsl datum, end sush
a thoory differs spsentially from the socelled laws of netursl asclances.
Amother wealmess 1s $he vast posaibilities for explanations of apparemt
exceptions from the Lautgesetes : all sorts of annlegic change may be
stated, pirasslsss or esphatic veriants mey be adduced, or the form
=y bo consldered as archale literary, dlalectal, emotive, imdividmal stc.
One sometimes wonder that there really are cames loft whdsh dont pormit eny |
axplication,
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