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Louis Hjelmslev og hans kreds,

HARVARD UMIVERSITY

Romn Jakobaon
Busvie Lansusors Houvoke 29
asn Liressmumes January 5, 1953 CAMBRIDGE 38, MABSASHUEETTS

Professor Louls Hjeslmalew
Ordruphojwve] 40
Charlottenlund, Denmark

Dear Louias,

Pleane nccept for both of you Svat'a's and my warmest wishes
for the New Year, and please extend these wishes to the whols of
Vibeke's family, to which we feal so Btrongly attached. A really
enjoyable New Wear's gift I received from Indians was your "Prolegomena
to & Theory of Language®. It's a genuine pleasurs to have your volume
in Englieh, and in sueh a suitable preaentation., I am happy espaciall y
for those of my students who were not able to read the Danish version,

The deye between Chostmas and New Year wers this year very tire-
gsome for us since we had in Cambridge and Hoston twoe annual meetinga,
those of L8A and MLA, and a particularly high mumber of linguists from
all parts of this country came, We had many interesting conversationa
and discussions, and particularly over drinks with Martinet and Whitfielg
we often Teminiseed of you, with a stromg feeling of missing you.

It'e & real pity, Louis, that we are mo far from each other, Bo
many things could be orally discusaed by ue in a most productive way,
When working om my book I sharply realize your absence. I also complained
sbout the distance which separates us when resding the last issus of
Aota Linguistica., It's a real ity that despite being highly homored by
the funetion of the President of the Internaticnal Counedl of Actm
Iinguistica, I was not in a position to read S¢rensen's paper on the
liguida metathesies before it appeared in the iseue T Just received. I
miet frankly say that this paper is in strildng contradiction to the
high deissnatienei level of your, or permit me to say ocur, international
review, and it strengly compromises the author. The paper slowe a moat
ineufficlent knowledge both of the well kmown Zlarvie facte he discuasses,
and of the baric literature of these probtlems. The majority of his
concluelons are in obvious conflict both with the Blavic linguietie
dischtony and with the cardinal methodologicsl demande of historical
linguistica. I feel obliged to expose the basic factual and theoretical
ervors of this paper in reviewing 1t. Of gourse I will at the same
time emphasize that this dilletantish paper im to be sonsidersd s &
mere Blip in the glorious history of Aota Linguicstiea.

Befere belng able to send you my book, I hope to mail you in a
few weeks my study on Slaviae corparative metrics, which is appearing
in the Oxford Slavenic Papers, and the article I wrote with Cherry and
Halle for the firet imsue of Language 1953 on the application of the
mathematical theory of commnication to phonemic analysis,

Vaiting for your new papers, and hoping te see both of you in
the not too distant future,

As aver youra,

Il|l<l‘ e, \
Romn Jakobson
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