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Louis Hjelmslev og hans kreds,

S

Year Miss Fischar-Jorgenssn,
Hany thanks for your letter.
my note, for which 1 apZologlse.
Ag for details
(1) 4s you smy, "intrinsic
to the same thing. ihis is so if

istanbul 9/2/66

<ou have very well overcome the obscurities of
there are no serious misunderstandings.

simllarity” and "compesition” may often coms
we oconfine ouraelves to a given medium., .o

Say that twe sounds are intrinsicnlly similar, ks te say that they are aimilarly

conposed. out éven here there is

some difrerence of usage. One might aay that

fngligh and Danish h were Intrinsically simllar, without som=itting onesslf te

saying that elither tould be decompossd at all, And a unit that cannot be degsme
posed is not usually sald to have any composition, out of course, twe intrinslc-
ally similar units, if they can be split inkto parts, must have the same compoal=-

%ow I had not notjced when lrltihnfnt.ht paper, that I had implied that Jak=
"

tien.

cbeon's "minimal wnits" are not, for

really minimal units. Ms substantlal

terms, such as nasal, ean of course be taken as minimsl, but & formal term such
aniompact, sinoe T% ia not a matter of dlstributionsl form, must be u matter of
G OmpD: cnal form. Eulimtnuu relers to a realtion {(let us say "nearneaz") be=-
tween the ru‘tl of a unit; 1t presuproses therafore that the t has parts. sut

of ceurse
t

t 1s only when one takes the terms at their face valus that thls hold: .

Actually, the tw-p%l-..- formal label for a phonetlc characterlstic, ngt
a

i:u nearness of

nearnessd of acoustic formanta”, thie "nearness

its turn being at a lowsr 18vel of analysis than feature-auslysis in sbobsen’s
aenge, -Is.lun'b-y it 1s the effect of the rolations, takan globally, that 1s treate.
nims -

as mi

(11) By funationsl and mon-functional I meant, ss vou suspscted, "having" an’
"net hﬁﬂ;" s distinctive fumction. - would have .:J. battsr just to use the

‘!H

+ Byt this, i think,is a common use as 11lustrabsd by martinets.
Fhonemics as tionsl phonstics”. {? use in lstic Ferm" 1s qiite dif-
farent; but net many readera would be likely to know ﬁ:

8 booklet.)

(111) You give a very falr sccount of what 4 mean by form amd substance. I
Was content to repeat the usual definition of 'hn:;: the same form" (lsemerph-

lsm/ without ngtu-i inte the guestion of what w

be meant by ving the

same substance's I just tock 1t that a phonetic text 1a par exceliines the sub-

stance inveatizated the linguiast,.

simllar from the lingulst's polnt

ef view L:ig;-hm'ua text) 1s l‘ﬂbli::gll the sams

out

are not substantial in the same m.wimmn m ,u-::l:.:-
a

phonetle fmote to find out how far they are relevant, but he never
Tacts of a slituation in order to find oyt whther th are relevant. Une is temp=-
ted to say that the linguist "gloks out” certain #ﬂn facta In the spe-ch=

continmm, and also

picks out” certain facts from the flux of eventsplike a

* ehild whe m%qmmnﬁwt is intended by the word walk, in angwer to

the question t abes ") s But thig 1s almest like comparing
a Flowsr” ang " urnhocrutu-. Thers 1z no captain, until he
has been "picked”, » Delther the linguist ner the -hﬂc.grnt; the situation,

:::.th-y participate in it; 1t ia not the same situstion without them. \ne doos

things, in the same

sounds, in a linguig-

as one
tiec analyaTs, ghen one tries to “:‘I from £ stlc analysis, one
;‘I‘rr 80on finds that one is reslly atarting, not frem thinga, but frem a Terect
l’!w.

Ferhaps 1 may send some more remarks; but meamwhile L hasten to send the ori-
sm,unm&mnrdmnilm-hnnn able te send a ceopyi

Beat wighes
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