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'dative'. Put when "Nacht" escurs in the genitive case as & "tertiary' (I use
this Jespersonisn term as & short-hand symbol, to swoid a long explatetion
irrelevant to our present purpose), it is "des Meehts", "Des —g° is the cosmon
expression of 'genitive' and a synoretism of 'masculine' and 'meuter!, which im
based on an overlapping; so we now have a cholse betwesn supposing thet
"fominine! has dissppeared from "Naoht", replaced by the symcretism 'mess!/'aeut!,
end gupposing that there ia in "des Hachts" & gemeral synoretism of all three
genders. Of thesa slternatives the latter is obviously the most economisal,
sinee the mechanlsn of syneretism hes to be established in any case, wheress
alternation of gender in a "substantive® under spscific sonditions would be an
isolated exception to the geperal rule, The condition of the genersl symerstism
is & conplex of relstions invelving the relation betwsen the gender—sstegory
and the thems of "Necht" as well as the relation with 'gendtive' and the
'tortisry" relation. The extre eguivaleros betwsen 'fem' and 'mase'/'neut! is
homoplene, in respect of the reletion with the thems of "Macht", mebrmdrin
The orientatlon, too, is complex: since
there is here, as in the two preceding exsmples, & (pertisl) replacement, we
must disgnose an implication, but 'fem’ is not replaced by a single node but by
& syperatlsm of two, and as this synorstism ie beged on an overlspping, we get
the configuretion |'mese’s 'neut'jc 'fem', i.e. thet which is implied by
'fem' 1s not nscesserily the whole of ['mase' & 'meut?} but could be enly that
which is comson te them, The clusses ere then: 'mase' & + B, 'meut! B+ 0,
and 'fem' B or possibly A + B &+ C; ‘mllwntbmtrmtboluftopnp!nding<
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further observations,

The technique, as 1llustreted by these exsmples, is then as followa:
any syneretism is interpreted as indicating that the funetdwes involved mre
clesses with at least one member in common, If the syncretism 1s such thet,
under the ssme conditions, btoth fmmetives sre represented by & sommon form which
doss not cecwr outalde the synoretism, as in the case of "hit", or if they
mitually g replace esch other, the tion of the squivelanss ia taken to
be an overlepping; Iif the syneretism is en irreversible (pertial) replacemsnt
of one by the other, as in the ocame of g/f in Fnglish, the orientation of the
ejuivalenss 1= teken to be an implicetion, such that the replaced functive
implies the other,

T Irreveraible repl ET® Very
mtq_;étﬂ.@ versa;

I kmow, not
among those English

pertnar but not wvice versa; s.
1af tu] "I have to de Lt", "I'd ls
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epleces ¥ in [ai hef t3 dur 1t], (a1 d
0", 8 replsces 3 in [njurapeipal,
natter”, but thers seem to be no examples
her hend, the corresponding re—
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1. 0f. Ofto Jasparsen, Lehrbush der Phonetik, 11.8.
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