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though it has only yet been translated into Danish, Swedish,
and Latin, deserves to be rendered into all langpages, since it
would be an ornament to the literature of any land, and become
a favourite book with old and young, with all who enjoy the
union of simplicity and grandeur. More or less resemblance to
this master-work have oll the Historic Sagns of Iceland, but

. even where Snorro’s rank makes his tone and his style question-
able, as in Knylinga-Saga (a history of the Danish kings, from
Cruute the Great, to the son of Valdemar the Great) and in
Nials saga, (an lcelandic domestic history) his work is still
highly valuable. It represents . continually renewed conflict
for the regal throne on Doore, and it excites so lively an inter-
est, that it is impossible for the reader to remain neutral, but
lie is hurried away by the stream with the hero who plenses him,
and sorrows by his grave till he once more arises in a renovated
form.

These are some of the motives which ought to direct the
attention of literary men to the North, and it is clear, that
this attention shoulil naturally be strong and fervent, in the de-
gree in which nations are allied to the old Northmen, and con-
sequently likely to participate in their character, and able to
enter into therr feelings. Now, that no nation beyond the

d hounds of the North is so rly akin to it in spirit as the Eng-
lish, has been generally imagined through so many centuries,
and is indeed so manifest, that we should have IJ['L'?:I.I”":'-I it Lo
be a decided matter, did not the book which we announce =0
expressly remind us, that we live in an age, wherein not merely
every thing may be o ted in doubt, but wherein doubt may be=
come, before one is aware of it, even an article of faith,

. Mr. Wheaton says,

¢ In the latter part of the fifth century of the Christian wmva, the
islnnid of Britnin, deserted by its Roman masters, was invaded and
subdned by three different tribes of barbarians who dwelt between the
Elbe and the Baltic see i Angles, nnd Jutes. The history
of the Anglo-Saxon nation, w formed by the blending of
these tribes, is intimately connecied with that of the Scandinavians,
and it hos for us an interest lively and coduring, since From it we
trace the origin of the English name and nation. But the race of the
Anglo-Saxons belongs to the T ¢, not the Scandinavian fumily ;
an though they participated in the widely diffused worship of Odin,
the I = spoken by them is perfectly distinel from the ancient
Naorthern, or leelandic” tongue. The Jutes, who came from the
norihern parts of the Ciml Chersonesus, were the least numerous
of these emigrating tribes, The Angles dwelt in the present duchy of
Sleswick, which they entirely al o, leaving the countrey & perfect
desert, The Saxons were of thot wribe of the Saxon confederation

—the Saxo|

2 af 3 sider



Grundtvig, N. F. S., Grundtvigs veerker,

454 Wheaton's History of the Novthmen. Oct.

who inhabited Nordalbingia, or the territory between the Elbe and
the Eyder. —pp. 10, 11,

The authority referred to here, is that of professor Rask, who
quotes as his authority the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Yetit may
well be doubted if there be any the slightest ground for these
refined and closely drwn distinctions. The proof has not yet
been produced that, either in Denmark or in il-lug]ruu.!, a people ]
speaking Icelandic ever existed ; and as little is it proved tJm
the Anglo-8axon langunge, as we find it in books, is n mixed
language sprung up in England, produced by the amalgamation
of the Vikings, whom history calls Angles, Saxons, and Jutes,
und by local circumstances with which we are unacquainted.
It would, indeed, be much 100 rash to decide from this book-
language on the German origin of the Anglo-Saxons, even if it
had much more of a German character than it really possesses.
Without inquiring into grammatical niceties, the argument which,
by means of the language. is brought against the Northernity
of the Anglo-Saxons, may be combated by these three facts; that
modern English, which has still most in common with ancient
English, is far more nearly allied to Norse than it is to German ;
that Danes and [eelanders have found it much less difficult than
Germans to make themselves acquainted with Anglo-Saxon ;
and lastly, that the ancient leelanders reckoned the lnnguage .
as well of England as of Denmark, but never that of Germany,
under what they called Danish, If, in the meanwhile, other
positive proof of the prepondersnce of the northern spirit
amongst the Anglo-Saxons is required, than that which springs
forth visibly from their whole history and literature, the * Drapa®
of Beowulf' might well serve for such ; since we there not only
find Hengist as o fief-holder of the Danish king, but discover
the clearest northern tradition, and are continually occupied with
Denmark and Gothland, without hearing one particle about
Germany. To meet this iresistible fact, by declaring, like
Thorkelin, that Beowul"s * Drapa” is a translation from lsfu lee-
landic, is certainly easy emough, but if it be merely remembered
that the Ieelandic literature first commences at the termination
of the eleventh century, just when the Anglo-Saxon, through
the Norman invasion, ceases, there will be [itile disposition to
select so desperate an outlet, instead of following the track of P
history, and coming to this reasonable conclusion ; that in the
North of England, which in particular continued to maintain a
close alliance with the North, and which was the principal seat
of Anglo-Saxon poetry, the Northern legends were preserved,
from the middle of the sixth century, to the begiuning of the
eighth, when Beowulf’s * Drapa” must have been written,
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