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© Thae \"i.iiu—.‘-';:.l gives @ short account of the ereation of the universe,
anil af the gods wnd men by whom it i inhabited, seconding |
cosmogony of the Eddas, and the death of Odin's son;, Balder, the
of duy, who is lnmented by all the deities, whose tears and priyers
could not avert his doom, His bady is burnt on the funeral pile, with
that of Nanna, hig lovely bride, who had died of a broken heart, and
with his horse and arme, like those of the ancient heroes of the North,
o His funeral obsequies are to be followed by the desiroction of the
niverse Il_\' fire; typil ied in the Ir_"lll-i Sutur, the Northern Pluto.
*The sun oll black shall be,
The cirth sink in the sea,
And ev'ry starry ray,

n bieay'n fude aw
I vapa
The wir round Ygilrasil
And Naming as they ris
towering to the skies.'

After which a new heaven and a new earth shall appear, whilst two
individuals of the human race, saved from the general destmction,
shall perpetunte their species in the world thus renovided.  Balder
shall retnrn again from the dark abodes of Hela, and reign triemphant

in the mansion of the |_'_,{--|1, W ore restorcd to its Nt
pificence and splendor, “This beautiful mytl is doubtiess an
e of the lifie of the seazons, and has reference Lo the celebru

cient 1

of the ancient festival called A
of the North, when the days, having n extreme
|||-5i|| to shorten, seon bring in their train the de burnd iy,
and are followed in these Northern climates, in a short transition, by
thie winter's cold, when all nature is wrapt ina ileathdike sle s which
is agnin succeeded by the reno g spring. But, ot the same time,
it probably earres with it another, & more remote aod a higher signi-
e the words of the cloguent historinn of Sweden,
** g symbol of all 'Time, of the changes of the greal Year of the World,
enting the general dissolution of all things as a consequence of
the death of Gaod, nd Justiee in the workd.
returng, followed by rewanl nmd punishment, by n new heaven
and a new earth. Through the truth thus inculeated, and at the
gmme time the inviolal sanctily w hich the Northern mytholog)
taches to an oath, it o above mere Nature and acqufres a moral
alue for mankind.'=pp. G5, 66

In this track Mr, Wheaton might very advants ously have
proceeded farther, and by gathering up the characteristics of the
ancient mythology, which are to be found in so many Danish
and Swedish sources, have brought the Edda to illustrate the
whale.

The truth is, that the death of Balder, independent of all
arbitrary explanation, ia the great pivot in the conflict between
the Aser and Jotuns, upon which the principal matter of the
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