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442 Wheaton’s History of the Northmen. Oct.,

we are far from tracing even a remote resemblance between the
Inbours of the two ladies. Miss Auvstin’s novels are histories
of the human heart, and in the more oceasional parts, wonder-
fully exact analyses of character and disposition: wherons, in
Mrs. Gore's books, we can see little more than a series of
brilliant sketches, bordering cccasionally on the caricature.

Anr. X.—History of the Northmen, or Danes and Normaus, from
the Earliest Times to the Congatest of f_lu;{fulrrf Iy Williom rallf' Nor-
mandy. By Henry Wheaton, Joln Murray. 8ve. pp. 367.
1831.

T has been said that Americans have no ancestry; and yet

here is an American, with enongh of Gothie blood and Gothic
affeetion to induce him 1o enter into a field of research, which
Englishmen have too much neglected. * Smit with the love of "
Scandinavian story, and availing himself of his residence in a |
Scandinavian court, where its best sources were accessible to
him, Mr, Wheaton bas produced a volume which will give much
information to others, and llrill;; considerable renown to himself,
We weleome the book as a most acceplable offering to litevature,
and the writer as worthy of * golden opinions.” His style is 4
correct anid Huwing —his know Il'ﬂ'l-‘gf‘ extensive, if not I'Llwn}'u pro-
found—of hiz industry, every page gives evidence ; and the tone
and temper of the volume are EONErOus and benevolent 1||l'-:'|11gh-
oul—dwelling with complacency on every thing that belokens
goodness, gentleness, or genius ; though, perbaps, he is some-
times a little dazzled and misled, while surrounded b}' those misiz
which hang over the events of a distant time—events which come
down to us with many striking ussociations—a grand and im-
posing mythology—the records of historians rocked in the icy
cradle of the ancient north—the songs of Skalds, which have in
them the rudeness of an heroie, and the wildness of a romantic
age; and above all,influenced by that undefined but sympathizing
feeling, that the history iz the history of our forefathers—the
progenitors of our own blood—the history of one great branch,
and that the most adventurous, of onr renowned Gothic race.

The ancients osserted — and it was st-.:uu-.:-'l}' a fable, that
Chronos had buried his treasures in the regions of the North.
Andl strange it is, that Ihe_y should have been so little urnllghl for
there. Strar it 1s, thongh we know full well whence came
the Goths, the Angles and the Normans, that we should h
done go little to track them back to their ancient abodes, Their
fatherland is wrapped for us in a darkness nearly as thick as
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surrounded it ere they burst out upon the fairer and richer

lands of the South. lu:‘mf_[!\f indeed, the remoter Northern

llOrl[i was & world given I||n !,n the s ation of c1||_¢m|r4

who peopled it with prodigies and all mysterious things ;—in

later times, when men have learnt that man every where is man

—with common |:n]u-~. and fears —modified somewhat by climate,
- and much by civilization ; even in later times, a cold and frozen
rrier seems (o have lled the aneient Seanding a barrier
which few have been willing to burst, lest lmliung should he
found to repay the labour of the adventurers.

Yet it is most true, as Mr. Whenton says in his preface, that
the written monuments of the North * throw a strong and clear
light upon the affairs of Europe during the middle nges, and
illustrate the forms ation of the great monarchies now consti-
Luting some of its leading states ;" and strange would it be, if
such r:-rm'rln while they mnstruct and guide the inquirer who
follows a b]ﬂ.\'i' and hardy seople in their migrations and settle-
| ments in other |..Lmlr.-—sl1uuLI not, at the same time, have a charm
when they tell the domestic story of those who remained at home,
If energy of thought and will (llhlmﬂulxherl those who went forth

to encounter the perils of the nl-Jm:y desp—pcarcely less are
the same qualities discernible in those who lingered in their
& native abodes.  Mr. Wheaton's eye niu'l:huvulmn 15 geeupied
with the whole field ; and in every part of it he has done for
our instruction, far more than any Boglish writer that has pre-
ceded him. May he find all enconragement to progeed w |I]L his
labours ! It will be most gratifying to find that the topic so
interesting in itself, is felt generally to be interesting ; but it is
easier to nourish a curiosity that does exist, than to call that
curiosity into existence. On England the subject has a very
especial cliim—for in England, these men, whom the father of
northern history calls * the Kingly Sey thians,” not only pitched
their camps, but raised theis eastles, and built their palaces—
not only looked in us visitors, but fixed themselves ns inhabit-
ants ;—where they introduced a new language, literature, and
social existence, ating one of the great epochs in the hlhtul‘\-
of the human race. To claim thus much for the Northern men, fi
may seem presumption. Let those who would nzay the
- statement, assist the inquiry ; there is much to be done ; the sub-
ject has the freshness, the bloom of movelty upon it; and if
nble pens will give it l||r- literary charm, no doubt an interest
will be aw: nl.rnpd whose long |.u:|14' slumbers it is not very casy

to excure or to explain,
It may, indead, be said, that those who have hitherto wandered
into the septentrional regions of literature, have been wanting in
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